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A comprehensive historical analysis of
the events, decisions, and betrayals

spanning 1945 to March 2026 that 3
ignited a regional catastrophe.
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The skies over ey RO ooy 25, 2026
Tehran light up with i
American and Israeli  j& Crime>=

R

airStrikeS ) ending a ‘?;"""Z Retaliaion: ranian ballistic

missiles striking US miiitary

35 -year reign installations and Gulf allies.

A conflict building for nearly eighty
years has finally erupted into open war.
But this war did not begin today.

It began in an oil field. It began
with a CIA agent carrying cash
through Tehran in 1953.

It began with centrifuges
spinning in the desert.

How did we get here?
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The strangulation of Iran’s first and only democratic experiment

Person of r
the Year ( e

1951
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The Catalyst: In 1951, Prime Minister Mossadegh
nationalized the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, reclaiming
Abadan—the world's largest refinery—from British
control.

The Reaction: The Cold War lens framed oil nationalism
as a Soviet threat. The CIA and MI6 executed Operation
Ajax, utilizing Kermit Roosevelt Jr., street gangs, and
suitcases of cash to overthrow the elected government.

‘ ‘ “From the perspective of history, the coup was not successful for the United States. The 1979 revolution
was a long-term effect of the increasing repression from the Shah...” — Stephen Kinzer, historian



In 1953, after
political unrest,
Mosaddegh was
removed and
Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who was
the Shah (King) of
Iran, took over. The
Shah became
America’s closest
Cold War ally,
using oil wealth to
build a formidable
military.

On 19 August 1978,
the Cinema Rex in
Abadan was set on
fire, killing over 400
civilians. SAVAK,
Iran’s secret police
under Reza
Pahlavi, was
blamed. This acted
as a massive
catalyst towards
removing the
monarchy, the
Shah.

Billions in American weapons masked a society spiraling toward revolution

President Jimmy Carter
toasts Iran as an
“island of stability.”

August 1978:

400 civilians perish in the
Cinema Rex fire in Abadan,
widely blamed by the public on
SAVAK false-flag operations.
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444 days that transformed deep entanglement | i

consolidated power under Velayat-e Faqgih
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Israel the “Little Satan.”

November 4, 1979 Operation Eagle Claw April 1980

66 American diplomats 8 American servicemen Diplomatic relations
taken hostage. killed in a catastrophic severed, a break enduring
desert rescue failure. for 45 years.

Key Metrics
I8 66 & 86,000 =93 X 8 = |I/A N 45 years

American diplomats American diplomats American servicemen American servicemen Diplomatic relations Diplomatic relations

taken hostage. taken rescue running. kiiled killed In a catastrophic severed, severed, a break

= desert rescue fallure. enduring for 45 years.

< 66 ® 29,707 = 10,000 3 210

American diplomats American diplomats American desert Diplomatic relations

hostages. taken rescue. hostages. wreckage.



A million dead and the brutal orig

Saddam Hussein's 1980 invasion
galvanized the Islamic Republic.
The eight-year war solidified
Tehran’s conviction that the West
sought its destruction.

Data Callouts

* 1,000,000+ estimated casualties
on both sides.

* Chemical Warfare: Unleashed by
Iraq using precursors supplied
by Western companies.

* Iran-Contra: Reagan officials
illegally sold weapons to Tehran
to fund Nicaraguan rebels and
free Hezbollah-held hostages.

* Flight 655: US Navy shoots
down an Iranian civilian airliner
in 1988, killing 290.
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From strategic Cold War partners to existential
ideological enemies

W -« Strategy: “Periphery Doctrine” - Shared . ? it |
; Z ¢ ldeology: Israel branded the illegitimate
| threats of Arab nationalism and Soviet -‘C i B oG
F—\ ; |\ Zionist Regime.
— influence.
Q * Operations: SAVAK and Mossad joint * Diplomacy: Israeli Embassy keys in
o training; intelligence sharing. ‘ Tehran handed to Yasser Arafat's PLO.
B . Economics: Trans-Israel pipeline; Israel * Geopolitics: Anti-Zionism becomes the
| ¢ | owes Iran $1 billion for oil debts by 1978. vehicle for Iran to claim leadership of the
L— broader Muslim world over Saudi Arabia.



Enc1rclmg the adversary through the Axis of Re51stance
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Created in 1982 by IRGC officers.

Over 45,000 rockets by 2010. £
\J\ Iran’s forward military base. el
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Gaza: Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

\\\ Iraq: Shia militias.
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Yemen: The
Houthi movement.
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Succeeding Khomeini in 1989, Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei engineered a durable strategy to project
power without triggering direct US retaliation. By funding, training, and arming non-state proxy groups,
Iran effectively forced Israel to prepare for a multi-front war while maintaining plausible deniability.



Covert sabotage, assassinations, and the
diplomatic off-ramp that held

Escaiation of Nuclear Shadow War

4 2002: MEK dissidents
) reveal secret
enrichment facilities at
Natanz and Arak.

1]

O
= 2015: The Joint

=/ Comprehensive Plan

of Action (JCPOA).

2010s: Stuxnet cyberattack
destroys ~1,000 Natanz
centrifuges. Mossad allegedly
assassinates five Iranian
nuclear scientists.
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The JCPOA was the most
significant diplomatic
achievement in the Middle

East since the Oslo Accords.

Iran agreed to drastically
limit enrichment and accept
rigorous international
inspections in exchange for
the lifting of devastating
economic sanctions. For
three years, the agreement
successfully contained the
nuclear threat.
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High-end Editorial Briefing

The collapse of deterrence and the surge

to weapons-grade enrichment

Deterrence and Enrichment Trends (2018-2022)
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Key Events Board

May 2018

President Trump unilaterally withdraws
the US from the functioning JCPOA
over the objections of European allies.
30°N

Jan 3, 2020

US drone strike in Baghdad kills Quds
Force Commander Qasem Soleimani, the
architect of the Axis of Resistance. Iran
retaliates with ballistic missiles on US
bases.

Jan 2020

Revolutionary Guard forces on high alert
accidentally shoot down commercial
Flight 752, killing 176 and shattering
domestic regime legitimacy.

2022

Biden administration diplomacy fails.
The JCPOA window closes permanently.



High-end Editorial Briefing Y, .
Hamas ignites aregional war,and .. =~ =
Israel dismantles the proxy ring O ey, e
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On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched an attack killing
approximately 1,200 Israelis and taking 250 hostages.
Though Iran denied operational involvement, the
massacre was the product of the infrastructure of
violence Tehran spent decades building.

Decapitation Timeline:

* April & Oct 2024: First-ever direct missile exchanges
between Iranian territory and Israel.

« July 2024: Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh
assassinated in a humiliated Tehran.

« September 2024: Israel eliminates Hezbollah
Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah in Beirut,
inflicting a generational strategic blow to Iran’s
proxy network.



A cornered regime faces devastating airstrikes and internal revolution
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Istahan Complex - High Impact Strikes

SN

110'W

June 2025 (Operation Rising Lion): Israel and the US launch coordinated bunker-buster strikes on Iranian military and nuclear sites.

Dec 2025 - Jan 2026: The largest civil unrest since 1979 erupts across 100+ cities over economic collapse. Security forces massacre hundreds of protesters.

“We are watching. Help is on the way.” — President Donald Trump, addressing the Iranian people during the protests.



Operation Epic Fury and the unprecedented assassination of a head of state
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Following IAEA discoveries of hidden
highly enriched uranium, the United States
launched the largest military buildup in
two decades.

Tactical Breakdown:

* Force Posture: 120+ US aircraft deployed
to the region.

* The Strike: Coordinated US-Israeli assault
on air defenses, missile production,
and nuclear sites.

* The Tipping Point: A targeted strike on
the Supreme Leader's compound kills Ali
Khamenei, erasing the last direct link
to the 1979 revolution.

“When we are finished, take over your
government. It will be yours to take.”
— President Donald Trump, Feb 28, 2026




The region burns as energy markets brace for a global supply shock
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The Retaliation Economic Shock Geopolitics

*

"

55'N | s
The Retaliation: 137 ballistic missiles and 209 Economic Shock: Oil, gold, and Geopolitics: The UN, Russia, and China
drones strike the UAE alone on day one. Debris hits silver prices surge as 20% of the condemn the US/Israeli strikes. The UK
Dubai'’s Burj Al Arab and shuts down the world's world's oil flow through the Strait | | permits defensive use of British bases.
busiest airport. Casualties: 3 US soldiers killed, 5 of Hormuz is threatened. A succession crisis paralyzes Tehran.
wounded. Over 200 Iranian civilians dead.




Military solutions repeatedly failed to solve
historical and political problems

[1953: [1979:

Democracy Theocracy
Strangled] Born]

[2018:
Diplomacy
Abandoned]

[2026:
Regional War]

Historical Context

The crisis of 2026 did not emerge from nowhere. It is
the fruit of eighty years of deferred justice, cold war oil
politics, and betrayed hopes.

» The 1953 coup destroyed democratic evolution,
breeding sustained autocracy.

» The Shah's autocracy birthed Khomeini's revolution,
creating a regime that required ideological enemies.

» Proxy wars and abandoned diplomatic off-ramps
guaranteed an explosive collision.

Concluding Assessment

Final Takeaway: Mohammad Mossadegh never saw a
free Iran. Whether a sovereign, prosperous, and free
Iranian nation can finally emerge from the ashes of this
catastrophic conflict remains the most consequential
open question in the world.
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