






In 1953, after 

political unrest, 

Mosaddegh was 

removed and 

Mohammad Reza 

Pahlavi, who was 

the Shah (King) of 

Iran, took over. The 

Shah became 

America’s closest 

Cold War ally, 

using oil wealth to 

build a formidable 

military. 

On 19 August 1978, 

the Cinema Rex in 

Abadan was set on 

fire, killing over 400 

civilians. SAVAK, 

Iran’s secret police 

under Reza 

Pahlavi, was 

blamed. This acted 

as a massive 

catalyst towards 

removing the 

monarchy, the 

Shah.  
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